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NEWS RELEASE
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON TO BEGIN CONSTRUCTION
ON $3.3 MILLION CHILDREN'S CENTER RENOVATION

DAYTON, Ohio -The only thing small about the groundbreaking for the renovation of
the University of Dayton Children's Center was the team of tiny, hard-hat-wearing engineers
who turned the first shovel full of dirt.
The School of Education and Allied Professions began converting the center into an early
childhood education learning demonstration school at a 10 a.m. groundbreaking on Tuesday,
April 18. A group of toddlers and older children from the center were the first to break ground.
When completed, the $3.3 million expansion will nearly triple the 7,340-square-foot
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facility with a 13,600-square-foot addition. The center will be able to care for 120 children at a
time, 35 more than it handles now.
When Nancy Sutton, director of the UD Children's Center, comes to work when the
project is finished she will have a new studio, a secondary activity area and classroom room to ,/
grow. The new center, which will welcome its first class of students in September 2001, will
provide more space per child for optimal growth, she said.
By shutting off sections of the center under construction and rotating children through
newly completed sections, the children currently using the building will be able to remain
throughout the renovation.
The renovation is one step toward gaining accreditation with the National Association
for the Education of Young Children- recognized in early childhood circles as one benchmark
in quality. Research shows only 14 percent of all child-care centers in the nation provide ,
adequate quality care.
"These plans are designed to take us to a state-of-the-art facility," said William Drury,
assistant dean of the School of Education. "We're trying, not only to meet the requirements for
that type of facility, but to make it exemplary.... It's going to be, hopefully, a world-class
-over-
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operation."
Each section of the Children's Center will include architectural and design features that
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clearly separate one room from another. For instJnce, the texture and color of floors and walls
will vary so young children know exactly where tlley are in the building. Rooms will be bright,
with a lot of glass and natural light.
I

"We're trying to create a noninstitutional look," Drury said. "We want the facility to look
more like a home than a school."
The renovated center will have a science fdcus, featuring more comprehensive use of
water tables, gardening and growing areas and natural light. When the children leave the study
of science to play in the yard, the director envisions they will find a world of natural wonder I

a climbing tree, a hollowed-out tree trunk and a slide emerging from a hillside.
"Our belief is that nature is the ultimate playground. If sliding is your goal, than there are
I
natural ways to make slides," said Shauna Adarris, assistant professor of teacher education.
She added that the science focus is unusual for early childhood education.
Adams was part of a team that investigat~d some of the top institutions i'l the country
for ideas for the project. The facility will combine the best of current practices and leave room
for future changes in the educational arena.
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Connections with other departments on campus will create new opportunities at the

new center. Undergraduate music students teachi:hg piano to pre-school and kindergarten youth
and a instrument petting zoo are just two programs in a partnership with the department of
music. Connections with other University departments will blossom in the future.
"We have just begun to tap into the potential of how the University as a whole can
provide better quality of care and, in tum, better Serve education students," Adams said.
UD students in the early childhood education program will have an opportunity for
first-hand field experience in the expanded centet . Observation pods built into each classroom
will create a living learning environment for the nJxt generation of educators.
I

About 70 early childhood education students make the Children's Center part of their
weekly routine.
- 30For media interviews, contact Nancy Sutton at (937) 229-3344, William Drury at (937)
229-3307 or via e-mail at drury@keiko.udayton.edu and Shauna Adams at (937) 229-3372 or
via e-mail at adams@keiko.udayton.edu
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